
MINUTES OF THE

EDUCATION INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, October 17, 2012 – 2:00 p.m. – Room 30 House Building

Members Present:

Sen. Howard A. Stephenson, Senate Chair

Rep. Francis D. Gibson, House Chair

Sen. Lyle W. Hillyard

Sen. Karen W. Morgan

Sen. Wayne L. Niederhauser

Sen. Aaron Osmond 

Sen. Jerry W. Stevenson

Sen. Daniel W. Thatcher

Rep. Johnny Anderson

Rep. Patrice M. Arent

Rep. LaVar Christensen

Rep. Steven Eliason

Rep. Gregory H. Hughes

Rep. John G. Mathis

Rep. Kay L. McIff

Rep. Carol Spackman Moss

Rep. Merlynn T. Newbold

Rep. Jim Nielson

Rep. Val L. Peterson

Rep. Marie H. Poulson

Rep. Kenneth W. Sumsion

Members Absent:

Rep. Bill Wright

Staff Present:

Ms. Allison M. Nicholson, Policy Analyst 

Ms. Constance C. Steffen, Policy Analyst

Ms. Angela Oakes Stallings, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Debra Hale, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Gibson called the meeting to order at 2:26 p.m.

Sen. Osmond took a point of personal privilege and stated that, because of his role as Chair of the Senate

Education Committee and to ensure complete transparency in his public service, he would like to verbally

disclose potential conflicts due to a recent job change. He described his recent job change as Vice

President of Sales for Certiport, Inc., a company that provides software to test and certify students in

popular software applications. He stated that he has recused himself from negotiating or influencing

contracts in Utah. He noted that Certiport was acquired in May 2012 by Pearson Publishing, which owns

Pearson Education, a company that is developing curriculum for the Common Core standards. 

Sen. Osmond noted that he has reviewed these potential conflicts with Senate leadership, who concluded

that no change in committee assignment is necessary at this time. Sen. Osmond stated that he has also

recused himself from any interim committee votes or decisions relating to the Common Core or any topic

that would benefit his employer or its related companies.

MOTION: Sen. Hillyard moved to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2012, meeting. The motion

passed unanimously. Sen. Stevenson, Rep. Hughes, Rep. Newbold, Rep. Peterson, and Rep. Sumsion were

absent for the vote.

2. Consider Draft Legislation "Parental Responsibility for Sex Education Training"

Sen. Stuart Reid discussed draft legislation "Parental Responsibility for Sex Education Training”

(2013FL-0007/010), which requires the Utah State Board of Education to offer training and instructional

resources to parents to assist them in providing instruction in health and human sexuality to their children. 
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Dr. Martell Menlove, Deputy Superintendent, Utah State Office of Education (USOE), noted that the

USOE has instructional materials that may be used for parent education on health and human sexuality. 

3. Consider Draft Legislation "Voted and Board Levy Program Amendments"

Ms. Steffen distributed the most recent version of draft legislation “Voted and Board Levy Program

Amendments” (2013FL-0315/006).

Rep. Stephen Handy discussed draft legislation "Voted and Board Levy Program Amendments,” which

requires the full amount of the state contribution appropriated for the Voted and Board Levy Programs to

be distributed each year. He distributed a handout, "Voted & Board Leeway Program Amendments,"

which contains a chart and a table that show the effect of fully distributing the state contribution

appropriated for the Voted and Board Levy Programs. Rep. Handy stated that, in FY 2012, the value of

the state guarantee for the Voted and Board Levy Programs would have increased by $1.78 per weighted

pupil unit, and three more school districts would have qualified for the state guarantee. 

Mr. Bruce Williams, Associate Superintendent, Utah State Office of Education, noted there may be a

timing problem with one aspect of the bill. School district tax collections are not finalized until May, so

the information needed to adjust the state guarantee for the next fiscal year would not be available for the

2013 General Session. 

Dr. Menlove stated that the bill is supported by several districts.

Chair Gibson turned the chair to Sen. Stephenson.

4. School Performance Report

Dr. Menlove and Dr. Judy Park, Associate Superintendent, Utah State Office of Education, discussed

plans for complying with statutory requirements pertaining to school performance reports. Dr. Park

distributed a chart, "School Performance Report Data Reported for the 2010-11 School Year," which

indicates data that will be reported in 2012 school performance reports and data that is not available. She

also distributed a chart, "School Performance Report - Components - Annual Filing," which addresses the

process for creating and delivering school performance reports, as well as a document containing

suggested amendments to Utah Code Section 53A-3-602.5. Dr. Park also showed an example of a school

performance report on the USOE website. 

Chair Stephenson invited members of the committee to work with the USOE and committee staff in

drafting legislation pertaining to school performance reports for consideration at the committee's

November meeting. 

MOTION:  Sen. Osmond moved to open a committee bill file regarding school performance reports. The

motion passed unanimously. 

5. Elimination or Modification of Reports Required by Local Education Agencies

Dr. Menlove reviewed “USOE Report on H.B. 500 - Education Reporting Efficiency Amendments,”

distributed in the mailing packet, which describes reports school districts and charter schools are required
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to make. He noted that most reports are required by federal law or state statute and asserted that many of

the reports are burdensome for smaller districts and charter schools. 

In responding to committee comments and questions, Dr. Menlove assured committee members that they

will be invited to join him on visits to Utah schools.

6. Career and Technology Education Funding Model

Ms. Brenda Hales, Associate Superintendent, Utah State Office of Education, assisted Ms. Mary

Shumway, Director, Career, Technical, and Adult Education, Utah State Office of Education, as they

distributed and reviewed a report, “Student and Course Based Funding for Career and Technical

Education” (CTE),  which included funding formulas for CTE. They discussed a method of funding CTE

courses based on a weighting of job demand, wages, and skill level. Ms. Shumway noted that other factors

may be appropriate and requested feedback from the Legislature. 

7. Reports

A. Civic and Character Education

Rep. Christensen, Mr. Robert Austin, Education Specialist, Utah State Office of Education, and

Ms. Hales reviewed the requirements of Utah Code Section 53A-13-109, which provides for civic

and character education. Ms. Hales discussed some of the projects in which schools are engaged.   

 

B. Financial and Economic Literacy

Ms. Hales reviewed Utah Code Sections 53A-13-103 and 53A-13-110, which address financial

and economic literacy education.

C. New Century and Regents' Scholarship Programs

Mr. David L. Buhler, Commissioner of Higher Education, due to a time restraint, referred the

committee to the “New Century and Regents’ Scholarship Annual Report,” which was included in

the mailing packet. 

8. Other Items/Adjourn

Chair Stephenson adjourned the meeting at 5:48 p.m. 


